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	INFORMATION / INSTRUCTIONS


PURPOSE:
· To evaluate an individual for injury/trauma following a car accident.
· To recognize further complications which may occur, within hours or days following the injury that would require EMS intervention.

1. Following the accident monitor vitals every shift (for 48 hours). If Blood pressure is greater than	or less than	or temperature is greater than	contact RN. If asleep, awaken.  When taking vitals check for responsiveness.

2. Observe and monitor for 48 hours for the following:
· Deformity, open wounds, tenderness or swelling related to accident
· Changes in behavior (restlessness, disturbed, agitated, unable to arouse)
· Increased seizure activity
· Blood or clear fluids from mouth, nose, ears
· Stumbling, unsteady gait, weakness in arms, legs
· Slurred speech, dizziness, double vision, crossed eyes
· Unequal pupils or change in pupil size
· Headache increasing in severity over time
· Nausea, vomiting
· Labored breathing
· Slowing pulse
· Rising blood pressure
· Pale, cool, moist skin, rapid breathing and pulse, restlessness
· Call 911 immediately if any of the above signs/symptoms are present within a few minutes to a few days after the head injury
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3. Documentation:
· Describe injury, how it occurred, type of first aid administered
· Document vital signs
· Document who was notified, instructions received and any assistance required

4. Additional instructions for this person:


IF ANY EVENT OCCURS THAT CAUSES CONCERN FOR THE CONSUMER’S WELL- BEING IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE RN!!

IF ANY EVENT OCCURS THAT MAY REPRESENT A THREAT TO THE CONSUMER’S HEALTH/WELL-BEING, ACTIVATE THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES BY CALLING 911





