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	Cellulitis is a bacterial infection involving the inner layers of the skin.  It specifically affects the dermis and subcutaneous fat.  Signs/Symptoms – area of redness that increases in size over a few days.  The borders of the areas of redness are usually not sharp and the area may be swollen. The area of infection is often painful.  Occasionally the lymphatic vessels are occasionally involved and may cause fever and tiredness.  

	INFORMATION / INSTRUCTIONS


1. Take vital signs (temperature, pulse, respirations and blood pressure)	times daily.
2. Monitor and record measurements of the affected area	times daily.
· measure around the affected area to help determine if swelling is present and if it is decreasing or increasing
· measure reddened area to see if it is decreasing in size (responding to treatment) or increasing
3. Administer antibiotics as directed by MD
4. Monitor level of pain (facial grimacing, crying, increased seizure activity, increased behaviors, decreased appetite, becomes quiet or withdrawn). Administer PRN medication as prescribed by MD to control pain.
5. Keep affected area elevated to help reduce swelling and rest area to help improve symptoms.
6. Warm soaks to area	times daily as indicated by MD.
· follow-up with MD in	days
7. Notify RN immediately if:
· temperature is above	or below
· swelling has increased as per recorded measurements
· redness has increased per recorded measurements or “red streaks” appear to be spreading from original site
· increased pain
· affected area becomes increasingly warm/hot to touch
· drainage occurs from anywhere in affected area
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	· headache or generalized fatigue
· blisters appear on affected area
· rash anywhere else on body
8.   Additional instructions for this individual:


IF ANY EVENT OCCURS THAT CAUSES CONCERN FOR THE CONSUMER’S WELL- BEING IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE RN!!


IF ANY EVENT OCCURS THAT MAY REPRESENT A THREAT TO THE CONSUMER’S HEALTH/WELL-BEING, ACTIVATE THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES BY
CALLING 911





