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	Definition:  Cerebral Palsy is considered a neurological disorder caused by a non-progressive brain injury or malformation that occurs while the child’s brain is under development. Cerebral Palsy primarily affects body movement and muscle coordination.

	INFORMATION / INSTRUCTIONS
Care considerations: 
Cerebral Palsy affects body movement, muscle control, muscle coordination, muscle tone, reflex, posture and balance. It can also impact fine motor skills, gross motor skills and oral motor functioning.

Signs and symptoms:
· Muscles can contract too much, too little, or all at the same time.
· Limbs can be stiff and forced into painful, awkward positions. Fluctuating muscle contractions can make limbs tremble, shake, or writhe.
· Balance, posture, and coordination can also be affected by Cerebral Palsy. Tasks such as walking, sitting, or tying shoes may be difficult for some, while others might have difficulty grasping objects.
· Other complications, such as intellectual impairment, seizures, and vision or hearing impairment also commonly accompany.
· The injury and damage to the brain is permanent. The brain does not “heal” as other parts of the body might. Because of this, the Cerebral Palsy itself will not change for better or worse during a person’s lifetime. On the other hand, associative conditions may improve or worsen over time
Report to the RN :
· Any falls
· Any new pain, discomfort
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IF ANY EVENT OCCURS THAT CAUSES CONCERN FOR THE INDIVDUAL’S WELL- BEING IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE RN!!

IF ANY EVENT OCCURS THAT MAY REPRESENT A THREAT TO THE INDIVIDUAL’S HEALTH/WELL-BEING, ACTIVATE THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES BY
CALLING 911






