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	Definition: Difficulty swallowing (dysphagia) means that it takes more time and effort to move food or liquid from your mouth to your stomach. Dysphagia may also be associated with pain. In some cases swallowing, may be impossible. Occasional difficulty swallowing, which may occur when you eat too fast or don’t chew food well enough, usually isn’t a cause for concern.  Persistent dysphagia may indicate a serious medical condition.




	INFORMATION / INSTRUCTIONS
 1. Signs and symptoms associated with dysphagia may include/Call RN if any:
· Pain while swallowing
· Inability to swallow
· Sensation of food getting stuck in throat of chest
· Drooling
· Hoarse voice
· Bringing food back up (regurgitation)
· Frequent heartburn
· Acid reflux
· Unexpected weight loss
· Coughing or gagging while swallowing
· Having pureed food and thin liquids.


 2. Additional information:  Contact RN if he/she consumes anything outside his/her consistency


IF ANY EVENT OCCURS THAT CAUSES CONCERN FOR THE INDIVDUAL’S WELL- BEING IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE RN!!

IF ANY EVENT OCCURS THAT MAY REPRESENT A THREAT TO THE INDIVIDUAL’S HEALTH/WELL-BEING, ACTIVATE THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES BY
CALLING 911






