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MASTECTOMY
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	A mastectomy is the removal of one or both breasts, partially or completely.  It is usually done to treat breast cancer.  Sometimes it is done prophylactically (if the person is at high risk of developing cancer) other times it is done as treatment to remove the cancerous tissue. 

	INFORMATION / INSTRUCTIONS
Purpose: To observe for any signs and symptoms that may occur to the breast. Home/program staff are to notify Registered Nurse immediately if:
1. Trauma to the breast area (the side with and without a mastectomy).
2. Discomfort to the breast area.
3. Lump or lumps noted.
4. Change in breast tissue (dimpling, redness and/or warmth).
5. Any discharge from the old incision site or nipple of intact breast.
6. Swelling to the	arm, arm pit or chest area.
7. Additional instructions for this individual:


IF ANY EVENT OCCURS THAT CAUSES CONCERN FOR THE CONSUMER’S WELL- BEING IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE RN!!


IF ANY EVENT OCCURS THAT MAY REPRESENT A THREAT TO THE CONSUMER’S HEALTH/WELL-BEING, ACTIVATE THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES BY
CALLING 911




